
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Countdown to the Showdown 
 
We are getting closer and closer, and on Sunday 29 August, the KSM Showdown will be upon 
us. 
 
The Showdown is being organised by a group of young pro skiers dubbing themselves the 
Kneesall Massive (or KSM as they have come to be known). They decided that they wanted a 
competition that was more centred around having fun than is was around who took the 
podium positions, and so the Showdown was born. 
 
Plans for the first of this annual event have been running along beautifully and we are now in 
a position to give you a sneak preview of some of the things you can look forward to. 
 
The Showdown will be a slopestyle competition, and in addition to the regular features at 
Sheffield Ski Village, there will also be a healthy supply of rails, and the newly constructed 
KSM ‘boom box’ (pictures attached). 
 
The judges for the event will be none other than the KSM members themselves: Andy 
Bennett, Tom Last, Eddie ‘Slavemonkey’ Thelwell, Paddy Graham, Alex Murphy, and Adrian 
Clarke. With these guys being some of the best skiers in the UK, this leaves the field wide 
open. 
 
Also, to ensure the crowd are entertained all night long, we have master MC Pat Sharples 
who will be calling all the trick and handing out some spot prizes to the riders. 
 
We do have a limited number of places for competitors so if you would like to enter, please 
email zack@darksummer.co.uk to pre-register. Entrance is £10 for the competition and all 
money goes to charity. 
 
Talking of prizes, we have a huge pile of stuff to give away, including 5 pairs of skis, and a 
grand prize of a Lush Legend Longboard (www.lushlongboards.co.uk). As this is to be a 
competition with a difference, not only will there be prizes for the riders, but also some crowd 
prizes to give out too. The categories for these prizes will not be revealed until the day, but 
wearing retro ski gear or bikinis can only help your chances of winning. 
 
We have had a lot of interest from the local snowboarders here asking if they can enter on 
skis, that we have decided to add a special prize category for the ‘Best Snowboarder on Skis’, 
so if you think skiing is as easier as it looks now is your chance to prove it. 
 
If you are not lucky enough to win one of the prizes, then you can get involved in the 
Showdown old skool charity raffle. As the proceeds from the whole event are being donated 
to the Edale Mountain Rescue Unit, we would like everyone to get involved in helping so dig 
deep and enter the raffle. 
 
Our freestyle graffiti wall is ready, and we have a couple of amazing graffiti artists to start the 
ball rolling. If you would like to come and have a go at some street art on our wall then come 
along and help yourself. 
 



When the competition is over, the action moves into the ski village bar where we have two 
local bands, ‘5FD’ and ‘Just here for the sandwiches’, and a DJ taking it late into the night. 
 
We would like to thank Dark Summer Ski Magazine, Sheffield Ski Village, Natives.co.uk, 
Rossignol, Line Skis, Lush Longboards, Shardaroba Caravan Park, Helly Hansen, The North 
Face, Ellis Brigham, Movement Skis, Dragon Optics, Salomon, Pure Freeride Camps, Warren 
Smith Ski Academy and British Freeski Camps for all their help and support. 
 
If you would like more information about the event, please contact zack@darksummer.co.uk 
 
Feel the love. 
 
 
Editor Notes: 
 
• The Edale Mountain Rescue Unit is a totally volunteer operation. The men and women in 

the team save peoples lives and receive nothing in return, other than the gratification of 
helping their fellow man. 
 

• The Kneesall Massive (KSM) has existed for a number of years, but it is only recently that 
they have decided to push themselves into the public and use what they are able to do to 
help others. 


